Common Caribbean Shorebirds: ID Guide
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Medium

Biré{g__; _géribbean

147-18" 35 - 46 cm
Large Shorebirds

Whimbrel 17.5” 44.5 cm

American Oystercatcher 717.5” 44.5 cm
Willet 15”7 38 cm

Greater Yellowlegs 74” 35.5cm
American Avocet* 18" 46 cm
Black-necked Stilt* 14” 35.5cm

Medium Shorebirds

Lesser Yellowlegs 9.5” 24 cm
Black-bellied Plover 77.5” 29 cm
Short-billed Dowitcher 77”7 28 cm
Ruddy Turnstone 9.5” 24 cm

Red Knot 70.5” 26.5 cm

Pectoral Sandpiper 8.5” 21.5cm
Killdeer* 70.5” 26.5 cm

8.57-12" 22 - 31 cm

6” 15¢cm

Stilt Sandpiper* 8.5” 21.5cm

*not pictured

Solitary Sandpiper* 85" 21.5cm

Clues to help identify shorebirds

Size & Shape

Size
How big is it compared to other birds?

g

Small Medium Large
Overall Body Shape

Aol d

Elongate Compact

Specific Body Parts
Bill & leg color
Eye size Plovers = larger, sandpipers = smaller
Leg & neck length

Bill Length & Shape

Length
Short Medium  Aslong Longer
: . as head than head
Plovers, Turnstone
‘Sandpipers 1
‘Yellowlegs '
Whimbrel,
Oystercatcher,
Willet,
Curvature Dowltcher
Straight ‘\ Tip slightly
downcurved
Upturned Downcurved

Snowy Plover 6.25” 16 cm

Semipalmated Plover
7.25" 18.5cm

Piping Plover 7.25” 18.5cm

6”-8”" 15-20 cm

Small Shorebirds

Wilson's Plover 7.75” 19.5cm  Spotted Sandpiper 7.5” 19 cm
Sanderling 7.75” 19.5cm
White-rumped Sandpiper

Western Sandpiper
6.5” 16.5cm

Semipalmated Sandpiper
6.25" 16 cm

Least Sandpiper 6” 715 cm

Lesser Yellowlegs & Ruddy Turnstone: Brad Winn;
Red Knot: Anthony Levesque; Pectoral Sandpiper &
White-rumped Sandpiper: Nick Dorian; All other photos: Walker Golder
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Foraging Behavior

TheCornellLab
of Ornithology

Sandpipers

Peeps (Semipalmated, Western, Least)
Walk or run with the head down,
picking and probing

Spotted Sandpiper
Bobs tail up and down when walking
or standing

White-rumped Sandpiper
Tail tips up while probing

Stilt Sandpiper

Probes mud like “oil derrick,”
rear end tips up

Plovers
Run & stop, pick, hiccup, run & stop

Yellowlegs
Stroll and pick

Dowitchers

Probe mud with “sewing machine”
bill, body stays horizontal
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Small Shorebirds Guide

Plovers
non-breeding plumage

Semipalmated Plover

Stubby black bill
(often orange at
the base)

Warm
Dark eye brown back

Warm brown patch

of wet sand)

back (color - /
4 -
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Distinct

Wilson's Plover

Heavy, all-

black bill Pale back (color

of dry sand)

Distinct

REMEMBER TO LOOK AT

Piping Plover

Partial
collar

MNo brown
plumage
around eye

Short thick
black bill o —
Pale sandy

gray back

Leg color - Bill size, shape & color - Color of upper parts - Face markings around the eye

Peeps

non-breeding plumage

Western Sandpiper
Bill is typically
longer with
droopy tip grayish-brown

upperparts

- —————

Leg color -

Semipalmated Sandpiper

IEELS
eyebrow
stripe

Grayish-brown
upperparts

REMEMBER TO LOOK AT
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Least Sandpiper

warm brown
(browner than

/ other peeps)

Smallest of
the "peeps"

Thin, fine-tipped,

“yellow legs
slightly decurved bill

Bill length, shape - Color of upper parts

pointed
black bill
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