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Range-wide Objectives

• Seasonal movements

• Survivorship and breeding 
effort

• Habitat associations and 
home-range areas

• Threats: breeding, migration, 
over-wintering
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White-crowned Pigeon Distribution

Bancroft and Bowman, 2001 (Birds of North America)



Threats: Natural and Human



• 5-gram solar-powered 
satellite transmitter

• 5 year life expectancy

• PTT-100, Microwave 
Telemetry Inc. 
Columbia, Maryland



Capture with mist-nets





Highly sensitive birds require
extra careful handling



Tagging locations and movements of
16 satellite-tagged White-crowned Pigeons 



Number of 

Days

Tracked

Number of

White-crowned 

Pigeons

< 50 2
50-150 2
151-250 1
251-350 4
351-450 3
751-800 2
801-950 2

404 = Mean
12-915 = Range
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Initial finding:

More residency and point-to-point 
migration than previously thought

Less nomadic than expected
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Movements of 1 WCPI in Trelawny Parish, Jamaica, 
over the last 30 months (8 km)









Movements of 1 WCPI between New 
Providence and Grand Bahama Islands  

over 28 months (200km) 



Initial finding:



In the1970s



Hunted in the Bahamas









Initial finding:

WCPI that wintered in 
Cuba had higher 
apparent survival 

than WCPI wintering 
in Florida 





Summary:

1. More resident, less nomadic 
than expected

2. WCPI tagged in Florida did 
not migrate to the Bahamas

3. Florida WCPI wintering in 
Cuba had higher apparent 
survival than those in Florida
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