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Black-capped Petrel Expeditions to La Selle and La Hotte 
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Current Nest Expeditions to Loma del Toro 



2012 Black-capped Petrel Radar Expedition to the 
Dominican Republic  





How Does Radar Work? 

• Radar is set to detect any movement out to 1.5 km 
• A radar wave is sent out from unit, bounces off object and a target signal 

is returned 
• Speed of moving object is determined by measuring space between  

targets 

Petrels are identified on radar by: 
 
• Flight Speed 
• Flight Direction 
• Flight Behavior 



Black-capped Petrel in Flight 
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Acoustic Monitoring 



Loma del Toro; elev 7,655ft 
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Loma del Toro 
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Verified: 
• Flight speed >50km/hr 
• Flight behavior was straight-line 
• Flight direction was between 

colony and sea 
• Petrels almost exclusively used 

valleys as flyway 



Flying petrel  

Petrel leaving Loma del 
Toro nest colony on radar 

Haiti 

Dominican 
Republic 

Haiti 

Dominican 
Republic 

Haiti 

Dominican 
Republic 



2013 Black-capped Petrel Radar  
Expedition to the Dominican Republic and Haiti  

Cordillera Central 

Sierra de Bahoruco Massif de La Selle 



Valle Nuevo National Park 
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Bahia de Ocoa 

Rio Ocoa Flight Corridor 
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Upper Ocoa Nest Habitat 





Upper Ocoa Nest Habitat 



Sierra de Bahoruco Activity Centers 
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Petrel Activity From Sunset to Sunrise at Loma Del Toro 
30-31 January 2013 
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Massif de La Selle Activity Centers 
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Savane Zombi Flyway 1,570 Petrels Detected 



La Visite Escarpment 1,054 Petrels Detected 



9 February 2013 
 
• 3 Black-capped Petrels were found alive 

 
• 2 Black Petrels were found dead 

 
• Dozens of other petrels were recorded 

striking the guy wires attached to the 
towers. 

Communication 
Towers on Tet Kay 

Jak 

9 February 2013 at 8:38pm 



Sierra de Neiba 

Cordillera Central 

Pic Macaya 

Black-capped Hispaniola Radar Surveys in 2014 
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